KJ’s Barbershop SkillBridge Program
DoD SkillBridge Career Training Program
Program Overview
The KJ’s Barbershop SkillBridge Program, operated through KJ’s Barbershop DBA Legendz Barbershop, provides transitioning service members with hands-on training and real-world experience in the professional barber industry.
Our goal is to provide participants with a clear pathway from military service to a successful civilian career in barbering, barbershop management, or business ownership.
What Participants Receive
Participants gain practical experience and professional development in:
· Haircutting and barbering techniques
· Shaving and beard grooming
· Customer service and client development
· Barbershop operations and management
· Scheduling and appointment systems
· Marketing and personal branding
· Professional networking
· Employment preparation
· Entrepreneurship and barbershop ownership
Barber Licensing Pathway
For participants who are not already licensed, KJ’s works with barber schools and training partners to help service members complete the education and training needed to pursue their barber license.
Participants receive a combination of barber school education and hands-on barbershop experience, depending on their individual pathway and state licensing requirements.
Employment Pathway
The program is designed to prepare participants for employment immediately following their transition from military service.
Participants learn how to:
· Build a professional barber portfolio
· Develop and maintain a clientele
· Connect with barbershops that are hiring
· Prepare for interviews and employment
· Understand booth rental and commission opportunities
· Build professional relationships within the barber industry
Participants also receive access to Barberz Link, an employment and networking platform built specifically for the barber industry.
Entrepreneurship & Ownership
For service members interested in entrepreneurship, the program introduces participants to the business side of the barber industry, including:
· Starting and operating a barbershop
· Business planning
· Shop management
· Staffing and recruiting
· Marketing
· Customer retention
· Financial responsibilities
· Franchise opportunities
Participants can also learn about the Own Your Own Barbershop Program, which provides a pathway toward barbershop ownership.
Program Schedule
Monday – Friday
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Up to 40 hours per week
Program length is based on the service member's approved SkillBridge participation period and individual training pathway.
Who Can Participate?
The program is designed for active-duty service members transitioning from military service who have received authorization to participate in the DoD SkillBridge Program.
No previous barbering experience is required.
Our Mission
KJ’s Barbershop SkillBridge Program is more than barber training. Our mission is to give transitioning service members a career pathway, professional skill, industry network, and opportunity for entrepreneurship that can continue long after military service.
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